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in May to stop them by placing a great iron chain across the river near Gillingham. The position of the chain is marked on John Evelyn's chart, showing the position of the Dutch fleet (see vol. vi., p. 354). Some English ships were anchored behind the chain to protect it, but after two and a half hours' fighting, three Dutch ships broke the chain, and the rest passed by the obstruction in safety. When the Dutch left the river the chain was repaired, but it was not required again. On October 20th, Pepys relates that Sir W. Coventry was "forced to produce a letter in Parliament wherein the Duke of Albemarle did from Sheer-nesse write in what good posture all things were at Chatham, and that the chain was so well placed that he feared no attempt of the enemy." Pepys adds to this, "so that, among other things, I see everybody is upon his own defence, and spares not to blame another to defend himself, and the same course I shall take" (vol. viL, p. 159). This selfish action was not found to be the wisest after all, for Coventry told Pepys, on October 23rd, that he made a "mistake in the House the other day, which occasions him much trouble, in shewing of the House the Duke of Albemarle's letter about the good condition of Chatham" (vol. vii., p. 166). Reference has already been made to Evelyn's chart, and mention of the original sketch may here be added. This was amongst the Pepys MSS. belonging to Mr. S. J. Davey, and catalogued by him in 1889. This sketch was described by Evelyn on the back of the document as " A Scheme of the Action at Chatham when the Dutch burnt our ships, as it was taken by me in the place, 1667." At the bottom of the sketch Evelyn has written, "Such a sight I wish no Englishman may ever see again."
SOVEREIGNTY OF THE SEA.
Pepys early in his career projected a book on the honour of the flag and sovereignty of the sea. When he obtained the appointment of Surveyor-General of the Victualling Office, chiefly through the influence of Sir William Coventry, he inquired about the Pursers, and sent a letter on the subject as a new year's gift to his friend Coventry. Laterources I have drawn up the genealogical table on the preceding page. House of Commons until the dissolution of Parliament in January,      me bankers, but the worries attendant on the   office   ofe en deux vers Pi heure dufor our perusal.
